


Paralympics Australia is the nation’s peak sporting organisation for athletes with physical, vision and 

intellectual impairments. 

OUR PURPOSE

To advance the Paralympic Movement and Para-sport in Australia and be a catalyst for a more inclusive 

society

OUR VALUES

Para-sports, Para-athletes and Paralympians are at the centre of everything we do. Together,  we are 

TENACIOUS, PROUD, LIMITLESS. 

OUR PRIORITIES 
- To identify, deliver and manage Australian Teams for Paralympic Summer and Winter Games and other 
international sporting competitions; 

- To initiate, implement and support programs to increase awareness of, access to and participation in 
Paralympic sports; 

- To promote inclusion and equality for people with a disability within sport and more broadly. 

We work with our national sporting organisation partners to help identify potential Paralympians and assist 
athletes to prepare for competition by providing funding for and access to coaching, equipment, medical 
support and travel in the lead up to the Summer and Winter Paralympic Games. 

Our partnerships with governments, business, national sporting organisations and disability groups are 
critical to delivering successful Paralympic Teams to the Games. 

We believe participation in sport provides positive social and physical benefits to people with disabilities and 
plays an important role in changing community perceptions of people with disabilities. 

At the heart of what we do is our athletes, who strive to compete at an elite level and uphold the ideals of the 
Paralympic Movement: determination, equality, inspiration and courage. 

“I find it very easy to keep motivated when I love 
what I do and knowing, at the end of the day, all the 
hard work will pay off when I get to put on the green 
and gold.” 

- Para-rower Erik Horrie  
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THE PARALYMPIC MOVEMENT   

The Paralympic Movement seeks, through sport, to improve health, equality and 
social inclusion for people with a disability. 

The word Paralympic derives from the Greek preposition “para” (beside) and 
the word “Olympics”. It represents the Paralympics as the parallel Games to the 
Olympics. 

The International Paralympic Committee is the world’s governing body for 
Paralympic sport. The IPC supervises and coordinates the Paralympic Summer 
and Winter Games and other major events.  

The IPC comprises a membership of 182 National Paralympic Committees 
(NPCs), as well as International Sports Federations, International Organisations 
of Sport for the Disabled, and Regional Organisations.
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AUSTRALIA AND THE PARALYMPICS

Our History

Australia is one of the world’s leading Paralympic nations. We have participated at every 
Summer Paralympics since the first in 1960 and every Winter Paralympics since the first in 
1976.  

At the Sydney Paralympics in 2000, the only time Australia has hosted the Games, 
we finished on top of the medal table with 149 medals, including 63 gold. At each 
subsequent Summer Games - Athens, Beijing, London and Rio - Australia finished fifth. 

Australia’s teams have totalled 1,712 athletes at Summer Games and 80 at Winter 
Games. At Summer Games, we have won 1,125 medals and at Winter Games we have 
won 30 medals. 

Australian Paralympians

Representing Australia at the Paralympic Games is highest honour for an athlete with a 
disability. 

Paralympians are those who train the hardest, make sacrifices and commit themselves 
to pursue excellence in their respective sports. They should be afforded the same 
recognition as any able-bodied athlete who competes at the very highest level. 

There are no past Paralympians or former Paralympians. Once a Paralympian, always a 
Paralympian.  

The Olympic Games and the Paralympic Games are two separate events with unique 
ideals, and the competitors at both events need be acknowledged in their own right. 
Please do not use the terms Olympics, Olympians or Para-Olympians in reference to 
the Paralympics or Paralympians. The correct terminology is always Paralympics and 
Paralympians.  

It is inappropriate to refer to a Paralympian as an Olympian, as it is to refer to an 
Olympian as a Paralympian.

“We’ve worked hard to maintain that culture of success and the requirement to be a 

Paralympic athlete now means you need your heart, soul and life committed to your 

sport. We’re investing and creating new pathways to ensure we keep our reputation 

as one of the strongest Para-sport communities in the world” - Kurt Fearnley 
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Australian Paralympians have become 
household names, earning the respect 
and support of millions of Australians. 
They include: 

Louise Sauvage OAM 

Sauvage won nine gold and four silver 
medals in wheelchair racing at four 
Paralympic Games between 1992 
and 2004 and 12 gold and two silver 
medals at four IPC Para-athletics 
World Championships. She also 
won several prestigious road races, 
including the Boston Marathon. 

Sauvage’s honours include Medal 
of the Order of Australia in 1993, 
Australian Paralympian of the Year 
four times, Inaugural Laureus World 
Sportsperson of the Year with a 
Disability in 2000, Sport Australia 
Hall of Fame in 2007, Australian 
Paralympic Hall of Fame in 2011 and 
Sport Australia Hall of Fame Legend 
in 2019. Sauvage lit the flame for the 
Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games.  

Kurt Fearnley AO 

Fearnley won 13 medals at five 
Paralympic Games, including three 
gold, in wheelchair racing, five IPC 
Para-athletics World Championship 
medals and numerous road races, 
including the New York and Chicago 
Marathons. He traversed the Kokoda 
Track in 2009 and was later named 
NSW Young Australian of the Year. In 
2019 he was named NSW Australian of 
the Year. 

Fearnley has long been a staunch 
advocate for people with a disability, 

including serving on the National 
Disability Insurance Scheme’s Advisory 
Council between 2013 and 2016. In 
2020, he was elected Vice Chair of the 
IPC’s Athletes’ Council. 

Dylan Alcott OAM 

Alcott became a Paralympic gold 
medallist in wheelchair basketball in 
2008. He switched to wheelchair tennis 
in 2014 after playing originally as a 
junior and is currently ranked No.1 in 
the world in quad singles and quad 
doubles.  

He has won multiple Grand Slam 
tournaments, including seven 
Australian Open singles titles and four 
doubles titles.  

Alcott has built a significant 
public profile beyond sport, as an 
entrepreneur, motivational speaker 
and media personality. 

Ellie Cole OAM 

After unsuccessful attempts to treat 
a rare cancer, Cole was just two years 
old when her right leg was amputated 
above the knee. After learning to swim 
as part of her rehabilitation, she went 
to become one of Australia’s greatest 
Paralympic swimmers.  

Cole was 16 at her first Paralympic 
Games in 2008 and, in the years 
since, has amassed 15 Paralympic 
medals including six gold, three World 
Championship titles and been an 
influential role model for people with 
a disability through her growing public 
and commercial profile. 
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A major driver of Australia’s consistent Paralympic success in the 21st century 
has been cutting-edge innovation. Our team of sport scientists and applied 
researchers, headed by Paralympic Innovation Lead Dr Ross Pinder, works across 
a range of key areas, including skill acquisition, coach and athlete development, 
performance analysis, biomechanics and sports engineering.  

Our Paralympic Innovation team has specialist knowledge of Para-sport. The team 
works closely with athletes and their coaches to co-design world-leading learning 
environments that: 

- Provide context-specific and bespoke solutions to coach and athlete challenges; 

- Empower athletes to take ownership of their skill development; 

- Simulate competition contexts and prepare athletes for the expected and 
unexpected; 

- Support behaviour change; 

- Allow for sharing and education for sustainable success. 

Our Paralympic Innovation team has targeted and strong partnerships with the 
National Institute Network, key research institutes and world-leading specialists in 
skill acquisition, coaching pedagogy, athlete development, sports engineering and 
other targeted disciplines. 

PARALYMPIC INNOVATION
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Paralympic Connect - A customised remote coaching platform, 

powered and supported by Optus, designed for Para-athletes, coaches and 

performance staff. The platform is now used by a majority of Paralympic sports; 

Paralympic Playbooks - Bespoke collaboration platforms allowing 

athletes, coaches and performance staff to link training designs to competition 

performance planning; 

Advanced Analysis - Advanced performance analysis techniques, 

including AI, machine learning and bespoke systems to support practice design and 

tactical preparation; 

Wheelchair Optimisation - Robust systems engineering approach 

to testing and optimisation of seating across multiple Para-sports;

Tyres Project - Advanced technology to understand and advance the 

performance impact of tyre choice on surfaces in wheeled Para-sports. Data has 

been shared with Para-cycling, Para-athletics and Para-triathlon. 

KEY INNOVATION PROJECTS 
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DRIVING SOCIAL CHANGE  

We believe the Paralympic brand has the power to transform lives and societies. We 
seek to empower governments, businesses and communities to commit to policy 
and strategies that drive change towards a genuinely inclusive society.  

Central to this objective is changing the narrative around disability and highlighting 
the benefits and opportunities that come from diversity and inclusion.  

To achieve this, we: 

- Foster social change partnerships with organisations and entities that have similar 
values; 

- Conduct programs that educate diverse audiences; 

- Run programs that minimise obstacles to participation in sport; 

- Create purpose-built content that is engaging, informative and accessible. 
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OUR PROGRAMS AND PARTNERSHIPS 

PROGRAMS 
- Our Para-sport Equipment Fund provides grants to successful individual or group 

applicants to address the costs associated with Para-sport equipment and access. It 

aims primarily at entry level participants and acts as a pathway into Para-sport for 

people with a disability. To date, funding grants have been provided to more than 50 

individuals and 180 Para-sport programs at all levels, totalling more than $850,000. 

- Our Paralympic Speakers Program involves Para-athletes visiting businesses, schools, 

hospitals and community groups to talk about diversity, inspiration, leadership, inclusion, 

workplace safety, motivation and success, as well as their personal stories. Para-athletes 

have delivered dozens of speaking engagements nationally since its inception in 2013. 

- Our Paralympic Education Program provides free and flexible curriculum-linked 

resources that teach students about resilience and inclusion. The program involves Para-

athletes visiting schools to give presentations, demonstrations and answer questions, as 

well as share their personal stories. In 2020, online resources reached 50,000 teachers 

and students, while Paralympians delivered virtual school events nationally to more 

than 700 children. An expert classroom series featuring Paralympians also reached the 

wider school network:  www.education.paralympic.org.au  

- Our Australian Paralympic History Project captures, manages and preserves our 

history, including through audio-visual collections and memorabilia.

- Our Indigenous People With Disabilities And Sport web section provides information 

and resources to help chronic disease prevention and promote health and physical 

activity awareness and opportunities for First Nations people with a disability. 
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PARTNERSHIPS

- Our partnership with the Australian Pride in Sport program commits us to 
developing and enhancing LGBTQ inclusion in sport. 

- Our partnership with Welcoming Australia helps young people develop stronger 
community and sporting ties and increase social participation. The program works 
with children and youth from migrant, refugee and asylum seeker backgrounds 
who live with a physical or intellectual disability.  

- Our partnership with Outback Academy Australia/Red Dust Heelers on community 
engagement events promotes Para-sport opportunities and health messages for 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. We are also currently developing a 
Reconciliation Action Plan.  

- Our Women And Girls Program partners with campaigns including Girls Make Your 
Move and This Girl Can. We also utilise grants from the Women Leaders in Sport 
Program to support mentoring and development training.  

- Para-coaching resources are produced with a range of sporting partners to help 
broaden coaches’ knowledge about Para-athletes and impairment types. 

- We have joined with the Queensland Academy of Sport to provide a range of 
educational resources for physiotherapists working with Para-athletes.  

The AIS Mental Health Referral Network offers independent and confidential 
mental health and wellbeing support to Paralympic hopefuls, alumni athletes, 
coaches and support staff. It provides access to a team of dedicated experts 
who help connect those seeking support with AIS-endorsed mental health 
practitioners. 

Additionally, we develop and stage various awareness, demonstration and 
participation events, including: 

Infinite Possibilities Gala - a fundraising event for the Australian Paralympic 
Team based around food, fusion culture and entertainment and a fashion parade 
by Para-athletes. 

Para-Tough Cups – corporate teams compete in Para-sports and raise funds for 
the Paralympic Movement in Australia; 

Come And Try events - individuals or teams try out Para-sports and meet Para-
athletes. 
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HOW WE OPERATE

Paralympics Australia is a unified body which controls corporate representation, 
participation at Paralympic Games, marketing (sponsorship and fundraising) 
and public awareness. We have a constitutional mandate to coordinate, 
represent and promote the Paralympic Movement in Australia. 

We thank our Patron-in-Chief, His Excellency General the Honourable David 
Hurley AC DSC (Retd), Governor-General of the Commonwealth of Australia 
and our Patron, The Hon Scott Morrison MP, Prime Minister of Australia, for their 
assistance in achieving our goals. 
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STRUCTURE

Paralympics Australia is a not-for-
profit organisation and registered 
charity. Our member organisations 
consist of 23 national sport 
federations and national sporting 
organisations for the disabled. 

Archery Australia 

Athletics Australia 

Australian Para Ice Hockey 
Association 

Australian Sailing 

Badminton Australia 

Basketball Australia 

Blind Sports Australia 

Boccia Australia 

Cycling Australia 

Disabled Wintersport Australia 

Disability Sport Australia 

Equestrian Australia 

Football Australia 

Paddle Australia 

Rowing Australia 

Shooting Australia 

Sport Inclusion Australia 

Snow Australia 

Swimming Australia 

Table Tennis Australia 

Australian Taekwondo 

Tennis Australia 

Triathlon Australia 

In addition to our members, our 
key stakeholders are the Australian 
Government (through Sport Australia, 
the Australian Institute of Sport and 
other agencies) and the International 
Paralympic Committee.  

We are governed by a Board of 
Directors which may include elected 
and appointed members. The 
Board sets direction and policy. The 
President of the Board since 2018 is 
Jock O’Callaghan.  

PA also receives guidance on relevant 
issues from our Athlete Commission, 
which was established in 2017 and 
comprises 11 elected Paralympians 
from eight sports. 
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Our Chief Executive Officer is Lynne Anderson, who leads Paralympics Australia’s 
Senior Leadership Team and staff responsible for implementing strategic direction 
and policy set by the Board.  

Members of the Senior Leadership Team manage the divisions into which 
Paralympics Australia is structured: 

Accurate classification of athletes so they compete evenly is critical to the integrity 
of Para-sport. Paralympics Australia is mandated by the International Paralympic 
Committee to ensure the national Para-sport classification system is compliant with 
the IPC Athlete Classification Code. As such, we play a key role in the governance 
of classification, supporting National Sporting Organisations to develop and 
implement code compliant policies and procedures, and leading the strategic 
direction of classification in Australia. 

More than 7,500 athletes are classified in Para-sport in Australia 

91% of these have a national level Classification   

9% of athletes have an International Classification 

Australia has more than 100 nationally certified classifiers and more than 40 
international classifiers. 

Other Obligations 

In addition to our domestic obligations, Paralympics Australia plays a lead role 
in steering the Oceania Paralympic Committee, the members of which are Fiji, 
Samoa, Tonga, Vanuatu, Papua New Guinea, New Zealand and Australia. Since 
2000, the Australian Government has provided us with a grant to service our 
business in the region. 

CLASSIFICATION

Para-sport 

Commercial 

Communications 

Stakeholder Engagement and 

Government Relations 

Corporate  

Finance 

Human Resources 

Information Technology
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PARALYMPIC RECOGNITION

Paralympics Australia celebrates the exceptional achievements of Para-athletes, 
coaches and administrators through a comprehensive awards system: 

Australian Paralympian of the Year 

Female Athlete of the Year 

Male Athlete of the Year 

Rookie Athlete of the Year 

Coach of the Year 

Team of the Year 

Uncle Kevin Coombs Medal for the Spirit of the Games 

President’s Award for Excellence in Sportsmanship 

Paralympic Achievement Award 

Australian Paralympic Medal 

We established the Paralympic Hall of Fame in 2011. To date, there have been 
nine inductees: 

Louise Sauvage OAM (athlete) 

Frank Ponta (athlete)  

Sir George Bedbrook OBE  (administrator)

Kevin Coombs OAM (athlete)

Tracey Freeman (athlete) 

David Hall OAM (athlete)

Daphne Hilton (athlete) 

Ron Finneran OAM (administrator)

Adrienne Smith OAM (administrator) 
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Our operating philosophy is to assist our partners to achieve commercial value for 
their investment while enhancing Paralympics Australia’s position and delivering 
positive social outcomes through the Paralympics Australia brand, athletes and 
services. 

We thank our corporate and government partners for their wonderful support. 
We commend their commitment to Australia’s Para-athletes, the Paralympic 
Movement and the normalisation of disability in Australia. 

THE PARALYMPIC FAMILY 

As a registered charity, Paralympics Australia relies heavily on the support of its 
donors to help us achieve our vision. Our fundraising activity includes: 

• Regular Giving – donations received on a regular basis by individual donors; 

• Community Fundraising – donations received from community organisations, 
schools and businesses who fundraise on our behalf; 

• Direct Response – one-off donations received as a result of PA direct mail and 
email campaigns; 

• Corporate Fundraising – revenue generated through sponsor fundraising and/
or cause-related marketing campaigns, workplace giving and donations from 
corporations and other organisations;  

• Trade Promotions – revenue generated through PA’s licensing program. 

 Your support will give the 20% of Australians with a disability a platform to shine 
through their participation in sports and community programs.  Make a tax 
deductible donation here.

If your organisation commits to a more inclusive Australia and is interested in raising 
money on our behalf, visit here for some fun and unique ideas. 
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https://www.paralympic.org.au/make-a-donation/
https://www.fundraise.paralympic.org/


CONNECT WITH @AUSPARALYMPICS

Address: Building A, 1 Herb Elliott Avenue, Sydney Olympic Park, NSW 2127  

Postal Address: PO Box 596, Sydney Markets, NSW 2129

P +61 2 9704 0500  E info@paralympic.org.au  W paralympic.org.au

ABN 41810 234 213    |    ACN 061 547 957

https://www.instagram.com/ausparalympics/
https://www.facebook.com/AUSParalympics/
https://twitter.com/AUSParalympics
https://www.youtube.com/user/ausparateam
mailto:info%40paralympic.org.au?subject=
https://www.paralympic.org.au/

