T
i ».%ww@a

e

:

.v-

=
<
-
«
m
[
w
a3
L4

A+
a
=
>
-
L4
@
<
-4

)
w
-
=
=
=
=]
1+




{75 Bogiy Mempais & Porifdlios

Prasident Greq Harlung
Vfice President Nick Dean
Sport Paul Bird

Policy Haurige Frichai
Media & Public Relations Peier Kelly
Finance & Administration Doug Denby
Athletes Brendan Borkeil
fMarketing David Floyd
fHismbgr Drapmisstions

Australian Sports Organisation for the Disabled Inc  SA

Australian Blind Sports Federation  Qld

Australian Sport & Recreation Association for Persons with an Intellectual Disabilfty  Vie
Australian Wheelchair Athletes  ACT

Cerebral Palsy Australia Sport & Recreation Federation  Qid

Riding for the Disabled Association of Australia Wi

Disabled WinterSport Australia  NSW

figsusists Memiers

e Australian Yachting Federation  Basketbalf Australia e Powerlifting Australia » Soccer Australia
o Table Tennis Austrafia  Tennis Australia

figlioast Oidigs

Australian Paralympic Committes, Level 18, Maritime Trade Towers, 207 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000
PO Box N570 Grosvenor Place, NSW 1220 Tel: (02) 9245 2555 Fax: (02) 9241 4983

Chief Executive Officer Seaoit Deryin High Performance Manager Tragy Lawrence
General Manager Sport Brendan Flynn Assistant GM Sport Kellle Urguhart
General Manager Marketing Simon Reffold Communications Manager Bronwyn Campbell
General Manager Events Co-ordinator Elaine Jell

Finance & Administration Rod Anderson Office Assistant Halanie Wells

PA fo CEO Ros NMeNamara

High Performance Manager Jenni Banks

{Hgsnsiand (s

Queensiand Paralympic Commitise, Ground Floor, 444 Queen Sireef
GPO Box 951, Brisbane, Queensiand 4001 Tef: (07) 3831 2366 Fax: (07) 3831 2366

Executive Officer Gerrard Gosens
Blgis £ Termitory Comumiiiess snd Ghginmen

Queansiand Gerry Murphy
Victoria Max Kirwan oam
South Ausiralia Pfarle Litile
Western Australia Haurige Frichot
ACT Ron Cahill
NSW Potar Dawson

Paahsrs
Commonwealth Bank of Australia

fliigiiong
Ernst & Young

Hoaorer Bolicilors
Freehifl, Hollingdale & Page, Sydney




fifission Statement

President's Repori
Chief Executive Officer’s Repori
Finance and Adminstration
Rarkeiing and Fundraising
1998 Winter Paralympic Games

Paralympian of the Year
Summer Sporis.

Winier Sporis

Ausiralian Sporis Orginisation
for ihe Disabled

Australian Sport and Recrealion Association

25

for Persons with an Intelleciual Disability___ 25

Ausiralian Blind Sporis Federafion_________ 27

Cerebral Palsy-Ausiralian Sport and

Recreation Federation

Riding for the Disabled Association

of Ausiralia

Disaliled WinterSport Ausfralia
Sponsors

26

29
o
31




The past 12 months has been both exciting and extraordinary
for the Australian Paralympic Commiitee (APG). It has been a
period of significant change and chaffenge embellished by the
exploits of our athletes and, I suspect the growing community
understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of their amazing
achigvements. Our athietes continye fo rafse the bar and are now
on targel for a spectacuiar Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games.

The performances of our athietes at the Nagano 1998 Winter Paralympic Games and at the numerous world
championships has continued to build Australia’s reputation as one of the leading Paralympic nations.
Congraiulations fo afl our athistes, coaches and support staff. The
challenge confronting the APG is to continue to creaie and
protect ihe environment that enables our athletes to
reach their poiential.

The on-field performances have added to
the mofivation we have all felt of-field in
further building and improving the
management practices and ouicomes
of the APC. APG siaff led by Chief
Executive, Scott Derwin, has risen fo
the challenge. We have a
professional  feam and a
management structure appropriate
for a modern sporting body. There
have been the visible changes
assoclated with a new logo and
headquarters. And, most Importantly,
we have office systems In place to
maximise our marketing capacily and io
support our State Committess.

Funding levels continua to be a major
headache. Like all crganisations with a challenging
agenda, we need an adequate and refiable source of
funding. And we belfeve we give the government and our other
supporters very good value for their investment Our funding is
derived from three primary sources - fundraising, the safe of our marketing rights to the Sydney Paralympic
Organising Committee and the Federal Government through the Australian Sports Commission. We are
extending our efforts in order fo boost our fundraising receipts and are
optimistic these iniliatives will be rewarded in the future. But we beligve the
Federal Government needs fo subsiantially afier its approach fo the APC and
the athletes under its responsibility.

We did not believe that the initial $1 milfion altocation to our athletes under
the $25 milfion Olymplc Athlete Program (OAP) was either fair or equitable. We
argued our case strongly and responsibly with the Federal Government and
explained our position to our athletes and the general public. Four fjér cent of
the funding available under the OAP was inadequate. Our case has centred on




FRES. REFOIT COMT the application of the same criteria for funding purposes to our
athletes as-that which applies to Olympic atfiletes. If you accept
ihat our athieias are elite and the best the country can prodice
to comiest ife world’s most testing and presiigious events
against thie best the rest of the world has to offer, than it is not
an unreasonable expeciation that they be treated with fairness
when it comas to the apportionment of funding. The principles
of equity and fairness are quiie clear and supportable.

The support we have received from our campaign for
funding reform has been overwhelming and we are cornmiited
Io continuing the campalgn untif we reach our goal. We have
received fantastic support from the public, our athietes and politicians of alf perstasions. It is a watershed
campaign for the APG - not just for the immediate need for the funds, but also for the principles behind the
campaign. We simply cannot afford fo lose.

The bid to receive funding fairness has required a substantial commitment from our Ghief Executive that
goss well beyond ‘normal’ expeciations. | would fike fo place on record my thanks fo Scoft for ihal
invaluable effort. We are forfunate fo have very able and selffess siaff af ihe APC. They have extraordinary
dedication fo the Paralympic movement and have always displayed the energy and enthusiasm to put in the
extra efforl. We are indefried fo them.

1 would also like to record my thanks To my colleagues on the APC board for their support and individual
contributions to the growing maturfly of the organisation.

1 reserve special mention fo two members of the board who retired during
the past 12 months. I refer io the chair of the Medical Commission, Dr
John Bourke, whose expertise will be greatly missed. Thank you Tor
your confribution during the many vears of service. To Marie
Litile, my predecassor, I formally record my thanks and that
of the Board for her outstanding contribution to the APC.
Under her leadership the APC lackled a number of
organisational challenges and established the solid
base upon which we can look forward o future
growih. Thank you again for vour wonderful
contribution to the APC.

Finalfy, | acknowledge and thank all those
individuals and organisations, including our
State Committees, who have supported the
APG during the past 12 months. Your support
hias been grafefully received and, we trust, has
been rawarded by the wonderiul performances
of our athlates. It has been a successful and
productive year by any measure and wg are
locking to build on
this next year with
our focus on refiable
funding firmly on the
agenda.

Lo

We can look towards
2000 - and  beyond -
with confidence.




We must always remember that the APC’s primary rofe is fo deliver
quality services to Australia’s elife athistes with disabilities. | am happy
with the progress ihat we made during the past 12 months in
improving our systems and infrastructure fo help us defiver that result,
There are a number of other significant challenges and issues to
confront and address.

The caniral argument in our ongoing funding batfle with ihe Federal Government is fo ensure that our athletes are
treated with fairness and equity and in the same way as any other elite athlete, particularly when it comes to the
alfocation of government funds. This is a fight that must be fought untif it is won.

We, of course, wor't have a better window of opporturily than in the
lead-up fo the Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games fo advocate and
plrsue otr cause.

We made a significant breakihrough in
Seplember with the Federal Governments
commiiment to another $600,000 to us, giving
an annual grant of $1,850,000 - an overall
increase now of $850,000. More
imporiantly, was ihe promise {o work
fogether to develop a funding criteria for
fufure allocatfons. This criferia is fo be
modeled on the Olympic Athlete
programme  funding criteria  and
should defiver funding based upon
priticiplas of fairmess and equity.

it is terribly important that we are
able 1o provide Increased financial
support to our affilgies in the countdown
to 2000. What we have learnt this year is
that a number of other couniries are
spending significant amounts on their
Paralympic athletes in preparing for the Games.
This support is, in fact, way beyond what we could
even dream about. There is therefore, going fo be
Iremendous pressure on our athletes fo try and repeat or
betler the fantastic resulis achieved in Atlanta.

Our athietes have of course once again done us proud with their performances during
the past 12 months on the field of play. We have had outstanding results in many events and many sports, including
World Championships. Who, of course, will be able to forgst the parformance of our Track and Field team in winning
the IPC World Championships in the UK In August. This is to name just one of many
greaf performances.

OF course the performance of our athletes would not be possibie without the
enormous contribution made by a very committed and dedicated band of volunieers,
including coaches, medical and ather support staff, If amazes me the fime and effort
that these people selffessly make to our athletes. This is ot unnoticed and on behalf
of the athletes and ihe APC we express our degp gratitude.

Our Winter leam performed admirably under difficult circumstances é’f the Winter
Paralympic Games in Nagano, Japarn in March 1998. The Team of six was reduced

o
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T GONT o four even before the Games through illness and injury. The results
achieved by such a small tearmn were a credit fo it However what we
learnt was the need o have a more structured program fo prepare
our winter athletes and the need to have a permanent coach to work
with our seiiad. Amazingly our feam did not have a coach at all uniif
a couple of months before the Games when they were able to
second Ganadian coach, Steve Bova, who did a great job in a short
time. Whth the generous financial assistance of the Federal
Government we have appointed Sieve as the Winter coach. A formal
program will now be implarnented with a view fo increased success
in the 2002 Winter Games In Salt Lake Cily. This program is a joint
initiative of Disabled WinterSport Ausiralia, ithe NSW Winier
Academy of Sport and the APC.

The other major Issue ahead of not only us, but all in sport, are the chaflenges which will face sport affer 2000.
There is every indication there will be less financial support from the Federal Government in the elite athlele area.
in addition, historically there is a decline following Olympic/Paralympic Games for a year or so from the corporate
sector. We must therefore move fowards a grealer degree of self-sufficiency and ensure that we have an
orgamisation that is professional to fake us successfully into the next millenium.

Wa have, by necessity, increased our staff to defiver the services necessary to our 200 plus athletes in 18 sporis.

Still only with 10 staff, thers are considerable pressures to provide the services that our aihletes expect and are
entitled to.

The past 12 months have seen a number of significant changes. A change of name, new logo and fivery as welf
as a change of office premises, to co- share with the Ausiralian Olympic Committee (AOC). This would not
have been possible without the generous financial support of the AOC and | extend our thanks
fo President, John Coales and Secratary- General, Craig MoLatchey. Not only do we
now have a prestigious headguariers, but also by virtue of a sharing of
resourees, we are able to learn from the experiise of the AOC. We have also
completed a Business Plan that gives us the "blueprint” of our course
during the next four years. We also had a comprehensive internal
managerment review conducted by Coopers and Lybrand and have
already adopted a number of significant recommendations
that have led to productive reform within our organisation.

While our marketing opportunities are restiicted
because of the joint marketing agreement with the
Sydney Paralympic Organising Commiiiee, we do have
a small number of corporate supporiers, whose
assistance Is crucfal. In this regard I record our deep
gratitude to the Motor Accidents Authority of NSV
Adecco, Telstra and Ansett. In addition the Registered
Lions Australia Clubs Association of NSW, The Club
Managers Association of Australia, Australian
Netherlands Chamber of Commerce and the Sport
and Tourism Youth Foundation have given us
generous support. Many, many thanks fo you all. In
addition we must also record our appreciation to the
Australian Sparts
Commission and
Federal Government for
their continuing financial
support.

in closing | thank the Board
and the State Commitices for their
significant contribution.




Refining financial and adminisiration procedures is an ongoing
project, but significant improvements hiave iaken place following a
mafor revisw early in the financial year 1997/98. The prograss was
delayed temporarily during the year with changes in accouming
personnel, but has gathered momentum with the recent
appointment of Rod Anderson.

Our income of the year under review has decreased substantially from the previous vear due fo:

a) a significant reduction in monies coming fo the Australian Paralympic Commitiee (APC) from fundraising
and sponsors, and

b) a change in accounting policy as io the treatment of the sale of our marketing rights to the Sydney
FParalympic Organising Committee (SPOG) is recognised (fe: from a “cash received” basis to an “as earned
basis").

Our expendiiures overall have risen dramatically, particularly in costs associated with athleles in the
Paralympic Preparation Program (PPP) for Sydney 2000, together with costs associated with Winter Paralympic
Games, Nagano, 1998. In addition, with the increased activity in PPP and the move fo new offices, the
administration expenses have also risen.

As you will note from the summarised income and Expenditure Statement for the year ended 30 Juns, 1998,
below;, ihe year ended with a deficit of $512,000, which has been met from existing resources. A summarised
Bafance Sheet ai 30 June 1998 is also appended,

The detailed financial staiements, together with the report of our auditors, Emst & Young, are available from
the APC office.

i 357 =
fncome and Expenditure (in $000)
lnsoms
Australian Sporls Commission
Received in year 995 1,155
Garried forward 387 (387)
1,382 768
Sale of certain marketing rights fo SPOC 765 1,500
Fundrafsing and sponsors 112 569
invesiment income 150 105
Other 18 5
2427 3247
GHpeadis
Atfilefes and infernational competition
(including Atlanta in 1997) 2078 1,118
Promotions, markefing and media 184 430
Administration 677 386
2939 1,934
{Deficit)/Surplus for the year (512 1,313
Dalariga giigst (in $000)
Assels
Cash and investments 2883 2784
Other (receivables and inventories, efc.) 2,777 94
5,660 2872
Hinhiliies
Greditors and provisions 7532 54
Deferred revenue/granis 3,088 387
3818 441




As we emter the final two years before the Sydney 2000
Paralympic Games it is exciting o see so many posifive signs
about the future of Paralympism in this country.

. . s it

For the first time in many years, the Australian public is '- T
embracing Paralympic Athleies for what they truly are — glite
athletes. While this change in attitude has been gradual so far, it would seem hkely fo acceleraie in the lead up
Io the Games. This Increased “brand awareness” s essential for the fultire success of the APC.

Essential because it is clear that the APG will need significant corporate sponsorship in the years fo come.
To gain access 1o this fevel of sponsorship the APG needs to present a well packaged and saleable product —
one that the general public has an interest in and an affinily with — because ihen it bacomes commerciafly
realistic for a company to wani io associate its name with Paralympic sporl.

As well as the brilliant success of our athletes and their own personal promotion — part of the recent rise in
awareness can be aliributed to the aggressive PR campaign run in support of our claim for greatar and morg
equitable funding from the Australian Sports Commission. This campaign has had the eifect of increasing
awareness not only of the cause, but also of the brand as a whole. Subsequent to this there has been a
marked increase in the number of unsoficifed enquiries for both sponsorship opportunities and
donations.

As long as we confinue o increase exposure and gain grealer support from
the media, the APC can expect Io see a very posiiive effect reflected
through sponsorship programmes and the State Committaes
fundraising efforts which are so important io the overall funding of
the APC.

8igis Lomiiass

During the past year the Sfate Committess have begn
very busy with a number of successful fundraising
activities and promotional programmes. Their
vafuable contribution fo the APC comes not only
from their fundraising efforts, but also from ihe
strong awareness they generate on a local basis
and their close relationships with State
Governments and sporting organisations.

Paralympic Week, held from March 17, was
very successful with each state and the National
oifice involving themselves in various funciions.
Queensiand (QPC) took the reigns in co-ordinating
this event and afse faunched its Path of Glory
profect — a world’s
first site where
companies and
individuals can sponsor
a part of the path and
support Paralympians.

The Siate Commitlees were
also involved in a series of dinners
hosted by Paralympic Employment
Programme (PEP) providar Adecco




H&F CONT.

including a great event in Victoria that tfied in with the opening
ceremony in Nagano,

Both Souih Austrafia and Western Ausiralia afso had busy
calendars.

The APC is afso working foward the establishment of a NSW
Commiitee to be in place by the end of 1998.

Lions Australia has confirmed that the APC will become a
beneficiary of their organisation in ihe futura, The Lions, which
represents some 35,000 members Ausiralia wide, is one of the
worlds oldest service clubs and will provide support to the APC both financiafly and via the supply of manpower
and logistical support.

There has already been support shown to individual athletes in NSW and a larger programme will be rofied
oul in 1998/99. This close association will be of significant benefif to the
APC and all its athietes.

Eponsoieiip

While the APC is limited in its abifity to gain
significant sponsorship between now and
2000 by the Joint Marketing Agreement
with SPOG - we are still actively perusing
a number of sponsorship opfions.

We are currently close o signing fo
key agresments for the APG. The first
Is a Valua -In-Kind (VIK)
arrangement with Telstra fo provide
us with our felecommunications
requirements untif 2000. The second
is a major contract with Anseft for
our air trave! both nationally and
internationally. Both will greatly assist
the day-to-day operations of the APC.

Our thanks afso goes to our existing
sponsors - Motor Accidents Authorily and
Adecco, which run the Paralympic
Employment Programms, both of whom
continue fo provide considerable support,

We are now working with SPOG on a number of

opporiunities to access their existing sponsors
between now and 2000 and are also working on BANJO - The official mascot of the Australian Paralympic Committes.
strategies fo secure major corporale

sponsorships for past 2000 operations.






Everyong knows Australia’s Paralympians are firmly established
at the fop of the international free, yet it is nof widely known that
since the 1992 Paralympic Games af Albertville/Tignas, Austrafian
atflgies have been very compeiitive at Winler Paralympics. Since
the 1992 Games at Alberiville/Tignes, Ausiralia’s Winter Paralympic
learn has consistently won gold, Austrafian Paralympians were the
first to suceceed and win medals at Winter Games.

A remarkable performance at the 1994 Paralympic Games, at Lillehammer, placed our national team fifth from
32 countries in Alpine Skilng and an overall seventh. The stars of that feam were
world champions Michael Milton and the fate Michael Norton with
strong performances from David Munk, Rod Hacon and
James Paterson.

The nucleus of the team re-gathered at the
1996 World Championships in  Ausiria,
however this event became the swan-song
for many of the team stalwarls rather than
an important stepping sfone towards the
1998 MNagano Faralympic Games
preparations - in fact, it lost
momentum.

Nevertheless, in fate 1997, a final
squad was identified comprising
veterans Rod Hacon, David Munk
and James Paterson and newcomers
Alistair Mars, Maithew Micholls and
Anthony Bonacusco.

The squad trained hard in
unsympathetic Australian conditions and
then embarked on an infsnsive pre-games
programme under the lutelage of Coach
Steve Bova and the management of
Commander Adrian Pay (RAN).

Winter Faralympic Games are ouft of season for
Australians, which means the squad spent monihs
acclimatising in Northern Hemisphere conditions. During this fead up
period, our two senior team members endured the awful disappointment of having fo withdraw from the team.
Rod Hacon severely damaged his hand in a freak accident, while carrying his ski, which required microsurgery
and ongoing freatment; David Munk became seriously il and coufd not continue.
These were calastrophic personal blows for Rod and David who have been world
class participamis for several years representing Ausirakia at the 1992 and 1994
Winter Paralympic Games.

The balance of the team arrived in Japan at the beginning of March.

The 1998 Nagano Paralympic Games in Japan were unquestionably the most
sucecessful To date in ferms of participation with 25 teams and more than 1500
participants as well as public Infarest - 100,000 tickets had been sold before the
games commenced. The facilities and organisation were second o none and ihe
telegates from the compeling couniries universally congratulated the fiost pation.
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The quigt efficiency of the organisers and volunieers and the
enthusiasm and interest of the Japanese people more than offset
any potenfial difficufly. Nagano lified the siandards and
expectations for future Winter Paralvmpic Games.

The Winter Paralympic disciplines include alpine skiing, ice
racing, siedge hockey (an exciting ice hockey speciacle) and cross
country {Austrafian cross country athlete, Colin Scoif, from
Mefbourne, failed fo make seleclion, despile every effort and
considerable personal sacrifice). The Australian feam competed In
alpine skiing, which involved four evenis, downhill, super giant
sfalom, super slalom and sfaforn.

The competition venues were the same as for the 1998 Winter Olyrnpic Games. Alpine skiing was held at the
Shigakogen Ski area, located approximately one hour and 20 minutes by bus from the Paralympic Village. Traffic
marshaffing and restricted parking enstred punctuality and facilifies at the venue were excelfent.

The courses for all events except slalom were very demanding. Due to the lateness of the season, snow
conditiens were extremely variable during the day. This meant that the races began af an early hour, In order to
mest the schedule the team had fo rise at 4.30am every day. Larger amounts of equipment and clothing were
therefore required fo contend with the cold and ivy conditions early and then the warm and wet conditions from
mid-morning.

James Paterson eclipsed the opposition in the first and biue ribbon event - the downhill. He followed up this
gofd medal performance with appalling bad luck in both the super g and the giant sialom, In the final (slalom)
he demonstrated irue qualily by fighting back from the brink in the second rurn to take bronze,

The next best performance was Matt Nicholls, with sixth place in the gfant sfalom.

James Paterson’s marvelous achievement was accomplished in a frie team
environment. His victory was very rugh the feam’s victory and everyone
shared the success. A fouch more luck and the medal count would have
been more golden.

The team enjoyed the support and goodwill of many friends
in Japan. Our embassy people in Tokyo deserve special
merition. The hero faxes from home were invaluable and
the formal welcome home events sponsored and
arranged by Telstra were greatly appreciated.

Praparations for the 2002 Paralympic Games in
Salt Lake City, USA, are already underway. Steve
Bova has been appointed head coach and is
working clossly with Disabled WinterSport
Austrafia through Ron Finneran and the Ausiralian
Paralympic Committee General Manager Spori,
Brendan Flynn. New and higher goals are planned
to ensurg the continuing success of olir athletes at
the Winter Paralympic Games.



Anuother outsianding year, is the only way fo express the faniastic
achievements of one of Australia’s foremost Paralympians Louise
Sauvage, when looking at her record for 1996/97.

She scooped ihe pool at the 1996 Atlanta Paralympie Games bring
home gold medals in the 400m (games record), 800m (games
record), 1500m (world record), 5000m (worid record) and fourth in
the marathon. Our premier wheelchair track and field athlefe also took gold at the 1996 Atlania Olympic games in
the 800m demonstration event.

It topped off a great year for Lowise who had set new records and confinued to surprise the world with her
amazing feats cross a range of events and distances.

In addition to her Paralympic wins, Louise wins during the year
inchided:

76865 Oita Barathon, Japan
887 Registered Clubs Oz day 10K, Sydney
o Summer Down Under ‘97, Sydngy
International Wheelchair Road & Track
Serigs - 8print, disiance and overall
calegories ¢ Neweasile Biceniennial
15K Road Race, Newcastle » Waitangi
Day Road Bags, New Zealand » Los
Angeles Rarathon, US4 ¢ Boston
Marafiion, USA = Afrium Classic,
Darwin = Pigdmoni 18 Mile
Griterium, USA = Americas Serigs,
USA/Ganatla = Peachirae 10K, USA
18AF World Athletics Championsiips,
Aihens (899m} o World 10K
Champienship Road Race, USA »
Barlin Riarathon, Gerinany

Other achisvements included:

Telstra Sports Awards (National} - finalist
Cocmapolitan - 30 Rost Successfal Ausiralian
Women under 30 years o Coca Colz Sporis
Ghamplon of the Year (Western Australia) - finalisi ¢
Young Achievers Awards Western Australia - outsianding
achisyement award = Wesiern Ausiralla Citizen of the Year
Awards (Youih} - finalist e Western Ausiralla Disabled Sporis Association -

Sporis Siar of the Year « Wemen in Sport Feundation Western Ausiralia - finalist

With an already illustrious career; Lowise’s brilfiant success during the past 12 months rasulted in her becoming
1997's Paralympian of the Year - a title she had afready held three times.

it Is her continuing quest to retain her world tifles and improve her times, along
with a drive to make it to the Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games that make her an
ottstanding athietes with unbeatable credentials for the past 12 months.

A Tull-time professional athiete, Louise is the undisputed number one female
road and frack racer in the world. A title she has dedicated a lof of time and effort
in retaining this year,

Congratulations Louise on another outstanding year as an Australian
Paralymplec Committes athlets.
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Head Goach, Kee 8ii Les

The archery Paralympic Preparation Program (PPP) began the
financial year under the direction of Australian Wheelchair
Athlates (AWA) archery coach, Stan Nelson, with one archer,
Arthur Fisk. Felfow former Paralympian Eric Klein was added to the program af the beginning of 1996,

-

As a result of a perceived need io provide greater high performance program support, coaching direction
was fransferred to Australian Institute of Sport (AfS) and Olympic Athleies Program (OAP) archery coach, Kee
Sik Lee in May, 1898. Archery Advisory Commiitee members have taken responsibility for the provision of
equipment and sports science and medicine support to PPP Squad members. Further work is required within
the archery program before the potential within Australian archers is realised.

Himsiics

Head Coach, Chris Nunn

Event Group Goaches: Marius Ghifa (Sprints and Jumps)
Scoit Geodman (Throws)
Andrew Dawas (Wheelchair Track and Road)
Fobin Gorringe (Middle Distance/Distance)

Preparation for the 1998 Worlds included attendance at various event
group training camps, plus the Athletics Ausiralia Disablsd Track and
Fiald Nationals in Ganberra (April} - the final selection trial for the
Worlds. Athlelics PPP Squad members fundad at Level 1 also
had adifitional preparation opportunities. These included
individual athlefe visits to coaches in other states for
intensive coaching and athlete access fo Athletics
Australia Grand Prix (able-bodied) evenis - the
highlight of which was the amputee men's refay
team’s malching with ihe Austraflian women’s able-
bodied reiay team.

The 1997/1898 financial year has seen
outstanging performances - from established
competitors in the Athletics PPP Squad as well
as a number of talented new (and young)
athistes. This atgurs well for this year's World
Championships and the Sydney 2000 Paralympic
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Bestigtuil - IWheslohelr Man
Head Coachi, Mr Bo% Turasr

Assistani Coach, Mr Richard Gliver

Assisiani Goach, Mr Evan Benneft

Manager, Mr Fred Heidt

The iens program appointed Mr Bob Turner as the new Head
Coach through fo and including the Sydney 2000 Paralympic Garmes.

Since Atlants, the program has been particularly quist, but Bob,
his profassional staff and the Basketball SAC have prepared a well
planned iraining and competition siructure in preparation for 2600,

During this 12 month period, training has intensified greatly and Bob introduced much needed infarnaifonal
compeiition against Great Britain. Five tests were played around Australia and
the men will have 15 International Games in preparation for ihe
forthcoming Gold Cup in October 1998.

BegheiDal - Uneslchsl Women

Head Coach, Kir Peter Carr

Assistant Coach,Ms Tracy York
Agsistant Coach, ifs Corrina Lueg
Manager, #Ms Shona Casey

The Women’s Program capably
coached and managed by the above
staff have prepared a long ferm
operational plan in its quest for
Paralympic Gold in 2000,

The Women have increased their
squad numbers during this period and
have gained valuable experience from the
many iraining camps and competitions
during this 12 month period.

A stcessstful irip to the Netherfands
highlighted the 12 months preparation and we fook
forward to continuing success at the Gold Cup and the
bulld up during the next two years.

Boghistbell - [misligotusliy Disabled Tien
Head Coach, fr Tony Guifiof » Assistant Coach, fr Maiihew MeKenna
Assistant Coach, Mr Ian Kiaclead « Manager, M Kichasl Hudzen

The Intellactually Disabled Basketball program has increased the professional
intensity of the program with numerous camps, games and National
Championships during this 12-monih period,

The dedicated staff has been searching for talented players around Australia
and wifl continue that approach to achieve the highest standard possible in its
quest for Paralympic Gold.

All concerned are looking forward io the forthcoming World Champioriships in
November 1398,




EROHTE CORT

Head Coach, B Wally Colialii

Following some stiperb resufis in Atlanta, the year of 97/98 was
a “mixed bag”, With a change of coach and Wally Collalti taking
charge, preparation for the World Championships was spasmodic
due to iliness or injury.

The World Championships were held in New York in June and
Lyn Coleman achieved the best Australian resul with a fourih
placa.

The goals for Sydney are to improve current results and medal
in single and team events.

Gugling
Head Coach, Kevin Ricintosh
Technical Advisor, Ken Norris

New Head Coach, Kevin Melntosh has directed the 1997798 Cycling PPF. Kevin is a Level 3 Coach and is also
involved in the Victorian Instifufe of Sport (VIS) cycling program and with the Austrafian Junior Able-bodied
Team. Former Head Coach, Ken Norris, has remained on the program as a Technical Advisor to support Kevin.
Disabled cycling sialwart, Ron Anderson has chaired the Cycling Advisory Commities.

in 1997/98 the Cycling PPP has concentrated on talent identification - an area in which it has been exiremely
succasstul with a number of new, world-class tafents identifiad. The Cycling PPP has also
provided funds for PPP Squad members fo attend both exhibition events at the able-
bodied Track Nationals in Adelaide as well as a trafning camp and the Multi-
Disability Gycling Naifonals in Perth. The Perth Muffi-Disabifity Cyeling
Nafionals acted as the selection trials for the 1998 IPC World Cycling
Championships and resuffed in the selection of a very strong
Australian Team of slx siaff and 24 riders. For the first fime, the
depth of ampuiae and cerebral palsy riders has maiched that
of the tandem (bfind and visually impaired) riders. The
depth and level of ialent observed at the Perih Nationals
suggests Ausiralia is well on track for top performances
at this year's World Championships in Colorado
{September).

Most riders have been invoived with their state
insiitute of sport programs and able-bodied racing
within their state in addition fo the competition
and fraining opportunities provided by the PFP

slsaiien
Head Coach, Carolyn Licuienant

The Equestrian program, the only program not
to have a World Championships in 1998, has grown
in both depth and
performance level
during 1997/98.
Extremely capable Level
3 Equesirian Federation
International (EFf) Goach,
Carolyn Lisuienant, has guided
the Equestrian PPP during this
period. Chef d’Equipe, Judy Cubitt, has
taken responsibilily for the coordination of

-




PPP Squad traiming camps as well as the write-up and distribution
of the Squad newsletier. Five riders - four Atlanta Paralympians
and ane newcomer - have made up the Fquesirian Squad.

The current Equesirian PPP Squad was selected following
performances at the 1997 RDAA Mational Dressage
Championships In Strathalbyn, South Australia. Since that Hime
PPP Sguad members have participated in a series of fraining
camps and domastic compelitions in preparation for the 1999
World Dressage Championships for Disabled Riders.

Selected riders from ROAA' Taleni Squad (the feeder program
for the Equestrian PPP) have affended training camps, while Head
Goach Carolyn Lieutenant has made vislis to several siates to
identily talented new riders and provide coaching support fo Equesirian FPPP ridars.

In June 1998, two Equestrian PPP Squad members, Julie Higgins and Sue Haydon, and Talent Squad
member, Charmaine Dalli, competed in the British National Championships and
an International Invitational Event at Haripury, Fngland. All riders
performed welf with Julie winning two events and Sue and
Gharmaine gaining placings in a strong infernational
compatition.

The Increase in depth and performance
lavel across alf grades as welf as the
performances of PPP Squad members at
international competition this year,
augurs well for the future of Australian
Paralympic Fquestrian.

Fenging
Head Coach, Sally Kopiee

During the 1997798 period, the
Fenging PPP has been guided by
Head Coach, Sally Kopiec. The
Fencing PPP Sqtiad has included one
fencer during this time, Michael
Alston.

During this period the Fencing PPP has
had two intensive training camps with AWA
Sqtiad members (the feeder Squad for the
Fencing PPP) and has been involved in the able-
bodied fencing natfonal championships as well as local
and state able-bodied compeiitions. In addition, two
international competition fours have been conducied in an effort to
both increase international competition experience and travel skills and also gain points for the International
Faralympic Commiitee (IPC) Fencing worfd rankings fist which will be considered in the Sydney 2000
Paralympic Games qualification process.

Michael has had an exceflent build-up for the August World Championships
(his first) in Germany and is expected fo perform weall for his experiance lavel,
Further work Is required within ihe Fencing program before Austrafian fencers
becorme truly competitive on the international scens, which is dominated by the
Europeans.




Head Coach, Bir Sam Theodors

Assistant Coach, 8 Roberi Apps

During ihis period, the sporis camp component has been
consistent with the Head Coach, Mr Sam Theodore’s

requirernents and he has been impressed with ihe skill
development of his group as a unit.

The praparations and objective for 2000 are for the team to
equal or better its fourth place in Sydnay,

The main goal for the 97/98 period was to prepare for the
1BSA World Ghampionships in Spain in July.

The program will endeavour to increase its international competition component in preparation for the
Sydney 2000 Faralympic Games.

Goglogll lUnmens
Head Coach, Mir Terry Kenaghan

As with the Men's Team, International competition is an area that the Head Coach and APC must address
for the women'’s squad. Head Coach Terry Kenaghan held regular training camps during ihis perfod and
developed specific tearn conceps.

The main goal for the 97/98 year was preparation for the IBSA World Championships in Spain in July.
The program goals to 2000 are to improve resufis and to aim for a fop four world ranking.

LG
Faralympic Head Coach, Travor Ksehammor

The Judo PPP has had an excellent year under the guidance of Olympic and
Parafympic Head Coach, Travor Kschammer. The Judo PPP Squad during
this time has included one very talented member, Alfanta Paralympic
gold medallist, Anthony Clarke.

Attempis 1o identify more male visually impaired judo players
during the year were unsuccessiul, however Anthony Clark
has continued to produce excelient resulis in able-bodied
Jjudo competition at state and national level. Where
possible, Anthony has continted to access OAP judo
fraining camps in preparation for this years World
Championships.

Performances ihis year to dale indicate more
excellent performances are fikely from Anthony at
the upceming 1998 IBSA World Championships in
Madrid {Jufy).

PoieEriHing
Head Goach - Bir Blagoi Blagosy

The Head Goach held numerous training camps
and domestic compelition during this period.
Overall, rasulis have besn encouraging with many
athletes achieving “personal bests” during this fime
frame,

Main focus for the
Year was the feam
preparation fowards the
World Championships to be
held in Dubai in October 1998,

With the addition of Women’s
avents fo the Paralympic Games, we
can be assured of a best ever resulf at the
2000 Games.




PORTS CONT

AUghy
Head Goach - B Darryl Wingard
Assistant Coach - Mir David Bonavita

Having completed in Alfanta as a demonstration Sport, the
Rughy program has taken “huge sirides” during the last 18
months.

A disappointing factor was a lack of International Competition,
but the group held many competitions in preparation for the
World Championship in Ganada in June,

The team recorded a much improved 5th place at the Worlds and is extremely keen to “TAKE THF NEXT STEP”
toward 2000.

Following the World Championships, Darryf Wingard resigned as Head Coach. The Australian Paralympic
Committee sincerely thanks Darryl for his contribution and we are currently
searching for a new Head Coach.

LD

Head Goach, Lachlan Gilbert

During the 1997/98 period, Head Coach,
Lachian Gitbert (former Olympian and
World Champion saifor and former
Australian Youth Sailing Coach) has
guided the Saifing PPP. The Sailing
PPP Squad has inchided athletes
from both Paralympic sailing
discipiings - the intarnational
2.4mR (singfe-man keel boat) and
the Sonar (three man keel boat).

Throughout 1997/98, PPP Squad &
members participated in several
iraining camps with PPP Head
Coach, Lachlan Gilbert (in addition to
their own home-based individual
preparation programs). PPP funds were
also used to purchase two infernational
2.4mR boats fo help prepare our 2.4mR
saifors for this year’s Open (i.e. able-bodied)
World Champienships in Tampere, Finfand (July).
The Sonar sailors have been forced to prepare for this
year’s World Disabled Saifing Championships (August, Rhode
Island, USA) in J24's due fo the current non-availability of Sonars In Australia.

Australian sailors have yet to compete in Paralympic Games and for most Sailing PPP Squad members, this
year's World Championships will be their first. Solid performances by athletes from both disciplines are expected.




SPORTS CONT.

Head 53&0!7, Yvoning Hill
Assistant Goach: Lucky Anagasion (Fisiol)
Cynthia Jones & Anne Bugden (Rifle)

The Shooting PPP has had another excellent year under the
very capable guidance of Olympic and Paralympic Coach, Yvonne
Hitl. Assisting Yvonne in coaching is PPP Assistant Goach, Lucky
Anagastou (Pistol), and Cynthia Jones and Anne Bugden (Rifle).

As with sevaral sporis, the inilial focus of the 1997/98
Shooting PPP was on talent identification in addition fo the
preparation of exisiting PPP Squad mermbers. Shooting’s talent identification program, driven through ihe able-
bodied shooting associations by Pistol Ausiralia’s Ray Brummell and Athiete representative Ashisy Adams (rifle),
has yiglded excepiional results with a significant increase very talented shooters have been identified and added
to the Shooting PPP Squad as a resuft.

During 1997/98 Shooting PPP Squad members participated in iraining camps at the AIS and compeled in
the National and Oceania Championships as well as local able-bodied compelitions. Athletes with access fo a
computer also had use of the Shoofing program’s SCATT machine - the fatest in shoofing iralning devices -
during the perfods beiween training camps.

The Shooting Squad’s exceflent preparation during 1997/98 was rewarded with Australia’s best ever resufis
in the 1998 IPC World Shooting Championships in Spain (June). The Shooting Team won a silver medal in
Atlanta versus ftwo gold, one silver, and one bronze medals at the 1998 1PC World Shooting Championships in
Spain plus several high placings that could be converied io medals during the next iwo years.

Slimming

Head Coach, Mz Rae Szulawa

During this period the program was unforiunate o lose one its
Senior Goaches in MMatt Brown. The APC sincerely thanks Matt
for his titige commitment to the program.

The program continues to develop with outstanding
resufis from Level 2 atfiletes and obviously comiinued
good form from afl Level 1 athiefes.

The year was highlighted by some excelfent
results af the National Titles in Mefbourne and an
overseas competition in Engfand.

The group maintained a focus on preparing for
the World Championships in New Zealand in
October AND the goal of being number one
swirn tearn in the World at ihe Sydney 2000
Paralympic Games.




Head Coach - M Joe Hoad

Main focus for Head Coach, Mr Joe Hoad, was based on trying
to increase the number of athleles through fo and including the
PPP fevel,

Highlight of the training vear was revelved around preparing the
squad for the Stoke Mandeville Games and the World
Championships.

We look forward to an increased player base in preparation for
the Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games.

Bnmis
Head Coach - Greg Crump

During 1997/98 the Tennis PPP was headed by Paralympic Tennis
Goach Greg Crump and comprised a maximum of eight Squad
merbers ~ four male and four female. During this period
PPP funds were generally used to assfst Tennis
PPP Squad members and the Head Coach lo
aceess tournaments on the infernational
cireuft, including the World Team Cup, the
British Open, US Open, and Australian
Opern tournaments. Funds were also
provided for World Team Cup
members o aifend a fraining
camp/lead-up fournament o the
1998 World Tearn Cup in Spain.

At the 1997 US Opan, Australia
experignced one of its finest
maoments with fournament wins to
both David Hall in the men’s singles
and Daniela Di Toro in the women’s
singles (and double’s). This performance
was repeated af the 1998 Australian Open
in February.

At the 1398 World Team Cup in Spain
(Jung) the Austrafian Team experlenced mixed
resuffs. Excellent performances by the increasingly
formidable men's team of David Hall and David
Johnston resufted in a bronze medal fo the Australian men.
With the non-availabilily of Australia’s fop two ranked women,
Australia entered two players relatively new fo the internatfonal circuit - Lesly Page and Branka Pupovac - in the
women’s compelition. They finished 12ih and gained considerable experience.




One winter sport, alpine skiing, was active in the Paralympic
Praparation Program during the 1997/98 financial year.
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Head Coach, Sfeve Bova

The highlight of the 1957/98 financial year for alpine skiing
was the 1998 Winler Paralympic Games In Nagano, Japan.

e
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An Australian Winter Paralymplec Squad for the Games was selected following the Disabled WinterSport
Ausiralia Mationals in M Hotham, Victoria, and a serfes of dry-land and on-snow training camps. Poor snow
condifions during the Ausiralian winter made selections and preparation difficuft, however the final squad
included James Paterson, Matthew Micholls, Alisiair Smailes, David Munk, Rod Hacon and Anthony
Bonaccurso.

An accident and an illness during three months of pre-Games preparation in Canads, the USA, and Japan,
robbed the Australian Team of two potential medallists - sit-skifers Rod Hacon and David Murnk. In the Nagano
Paralympic Games, Australia was finally rapresented by four skifers, James Paterson, the only previous
Paralympian, was successful in winning a gotd (downhill} and bronze medal (slaforn) and was unifucky not fo
medal in two other disciplines.

Affer the 1988 Paralympic Games, a review of the entire winter program was conducted,
This review confirmed the need for continuity and an early appointment in terms
of coaching staff and the need for an ongoing and well-structured fraining
and competition program. Funds have since been provided by the APC,
the Austrafian Sports Gommission, and the NSW Dapariment of
Sport and Recreation to establish winter sport’s first year-round
progran under the direction of PPP Head Coach, Sieve Bova.
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One would have thoughi things might have been quiet prior fo the
Sydney 2000 Paralympic Games, however that has not been the case.
The workioad at the national office has increased significanily with the
introduction of the Paralympic Preparation Program (PPP).

The organisation has changed from the Ampuiee Federation of
Australia Inc to the Ausiralian Sporis Organisalion for the Disabled (ASOD) bringing it in ling with fis infernaiional
body and giving it a broader eommunily scope. The name change appears to have been stccessful with a substantial
increase in membership during the latter half of the financial year,

During the past three years we have concentraied on developing the organisational structure of ASOD -
introducing Wesiern Australia and Northern Terrifory - and streamiining operational procedures. We want this o
provide a stronger organisatfon to take us into the next millennium. With the resources we have available, ASOD has
aimed fo streamiine iis services to fulfll members’ needs and defiver an effective and efifcient sports councl, which
is likely to be our most vital reform.

The infroduction of Volleyball (sitling and standing} and the organisation joining the World Organisation of
Volleybalf for the Disabled (WOVD) was realised this year. Tralning squads were ssit tip under experienced
coaches such as Wei Ping Tit (Sitting) and Gary Jenness (standing). Although there is no compelition
available, pariicularly for the sitiing feam, 38 players are now compeiing in able-bodied
competitions arotnd Australia.

We have achiaved a lof, and now, with increasing pressure on our
organisation even more will be asked of ASOD as the Sydney 2000
Paralympic Games approzaches.

Mone of our work could have been achiaved without the
incredible contribution of our Executive Diractor, Graham
Golley. Graham works incredible hours - alf under paid and
many not paid - and the single obvious reason why our
organisation enjoys the respected reputation it does.



The Austrafian Sport and Recreation Association for Persons
with an Irteflecival Disability (AUSRAPID), has been involved in
many positive developments in sporting and recregtional
opportunities for people with an inteflectual disability during the past financial year.

Sorne of AUSRAPID's highlights during the past year include:

The Men's and Women's Baskethall feams successfully tourad Japan - August 1997
Successiul inaugural Australian Tennis Open at Melbourng Park -

February 1898 « Development of a National Tabie Tennis svent
- August 1888 ° Inclusion of Japan in the National
Baskelthall Championships in Bendigo - July 1998

inaogural Baskethall test malches conducied

heiween Ausiralia and Japan - July 1898

e Pramation of atiilsiss fo compete in FESPIC
in  Thailand -  February 1898
e Seleclion of 35 alhletss in ihe
Paralympie Sguads o Involvemeni of
Hong Kong athleles in National
Athleties Championships in Canberra -
April 1888  Regisiration of mors fhan
30 atfileles - an 18 per cent Increase

Mainstream  national  evenis
including athlstes with an intelleciual
disability continue fo be a highfight of
the sporting calendar. Each year, ihe
national programs continve fo make
slgnificant improvement, both on and off
the fiefd. This is largely due to the suppori
generaled the previous year, giving impetus
for the programs Io be adopted by Siale
sporting organisations.

Some critics object to establishing national
events before consolidating sound infrastructure at
state Jevel, however, we have found that establishment of
quality National events has set the direction for the mainstream
State/Terrfiory organisations to become fully involved,

AUSRAPID would be unable to carry out its job effectively without the faniastic efforts of its member
organisations. Unfortunately, WESTRAPID is currently in abeyance, however, it is hoped this will be rectified in
the near fulure. Qur seven other state and territory members have varying
degraes of government support and funding, howaver this doas not effect the
enthusiasm they have toward their task.

The International Sports Federation for People with Mental
Handicap/Intellectual Disability (INAS-FIMH) has undergone many changes
since the General Assembiy in April 1997, AUSRAPID President, Marie Little,
has recently been appointed to the Presidency of the Asian/South Pacific
reglon of INAS-FIH and will use her position to keep the needs of athlglos
with an intellectual disabilily at the forefront of the infernational scene.




The Australian Blind Sporis Faderation (ABSF) continued ifs
pro-active rofe in the development of vision impaired sport both in
Australia and infernationally. ABSF representatives plaved a
significant rofe in the esiablishment of an Oceania Region for the
international Blind Sports Association at an inaugural meeting
field in Fifi, in November 1997,

Queensiand'’s Greg Scoft was elected IBSA Oceania Chairperson with support from ABSF National Executive
Director, fan Folwer, Oceania National Olympic Committee Secrefary General, Dr Robln Mitchell, and Fiji Sporis
Association for the Disabled President, Dr Jagdish Maharaj, Represeniatives from Austrafia, Fifi, Nauru, New
Zealand, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuaiu ook part in forming the regional body.

Oceania training camps for specific sports have begun with countries being represented by athieles and
coaches - ihe first was swimming held at Caboofture in Queensiand. Following the camp, the swimmers were
included in the ABSF nationafs in Sydney. The next development camp will ba In Goafbal], while athlgtic coaches
will visit the countries within the region for coaching clinics.

With no Austrafian Mufli Disability Charnpionships during 1998, the ABSF held its 18th National
Championships in athletics and swimming at the NSW Sports Academy at Narrabeen, Sydney, hosted by
the Blind Sporting Association of NSW, South Australia was the overall winner, while 7 open
and 16 age records were established In athletes and 8 open and 30 age records
were set in short course swimming. These championships served as the final
selection for athleles fo attend the 1BSA World Ghamplonships.




Cerebral Palsy - Australlan Sport & Recreation Federation
focussed on a development program for the Sydney 2000
Paralympic Games and activities in classification.

Naifonally, the Federation is making plans fo co-host the 1993 Ausiralian Mulli Disabilfty Champlonships in
Svdney. It Is axpected that about 1400 athietes from participating Faralympic natfons will travel to Sydney to
compete. The sports being contested include track and field, swimming, boccia,
cyeling, powestifting, with options on basketball, shooting, soccer
and lawn bowls.

increasingly stale sporiing organisations have met
with state disabifify organisations and incorporafed
events for our athletes at sporting meets - from
Saturday affernoon competition to state
championships. any athleles are taking
advantage of this extra training and
compefition.

The major infernational competition
in 1897/98 for athieles with cercbral
palsy was the World Games in
Nottingham, United Kingdom. This
incorporated the World Athletics
Championships, the World Swimming
Championships, World Cycling
Championships, and the Bowis World
Cup. There were 900 competitors fram
42 couniries with Ausiralia sending a
feam of 26 athletes. Australia’s medals for
this championship were 20 gold, 3 sifver
and 5 bronze additionally, the team set 8 world
records and 19 Ausiralian racords,

Another focus during the past year, has been the
development of classification and officiating. The nationafly
accredited classifiers were Issited with revised manuals. One of our
international classifiers was funded fo go to the World Championships in
Birmingham to kesp current with new frends. A doctor and two physiotheraplsts were funded fo gain
accreditation as internatfonal classifiers.

CP-ASRF funded and conducted Coma-And-Try days in each stale with the
cooperation of the state organisations. The program ranged from specific
Baccla tafent identification in one state’s regional areas to mufti sport activities
across several weekends in other siates. A cooperalive program in conjunction
with the NSW Motor Accident Authorily was very successiu,

This year, GP-ASRF had a priority of raising soccer’s profile and boosting
player numbers fo develop a feam to compete at the Sydnegy 2000 Paralympic
Games. A squad of 16 players has had raining camps and played fogether
Taking part in the 1998 FESPIC Gamnss Is the next step in this development
program.
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The past year has been one of great progress for the
Equestrian discipling of drassage. Level three Equesirian
Fadsration of Ausiralia (EFA) Dressage Coach, National Judge
and former sticcassful Grand Prix Dressage rider, Mrs Carolyn
Ligutenant was appoinied National Coach. Riding for the Disabled Association of Austrafia (RDAA) and riders
have welcomed her experiise and knowledge.

Mrs Lisutenant gquickly fo expand her knowledge of disabilities and she is now a listed national advisor for
equestrian classification. In addition, Mrs Judy Cubitt was appointed Equastrian Chef d” Equipe - further
consolidating the management feam.

The National Goach has visited Western Austrafia, South Ausiralia and Victorla to Iraln riders and has
invited soma of them o atiend the training a camp, prior to the RDAA National Championships. in addition,
several riders in Grades 1 to four have been identified as developing athietes who have the poteniial to reach
oliig favel.

In conjunction with the EFA, a system of exemption for riders with a disabilfly to allow them fo compete on
equal basis in open dressage compelitions has operated for the past two years. This system has
proven so stccessiul that other National Equestrian Organisations have also adopied if.
This has brought the skills of disabled riders to a wider audience.

A classification school for physiotherapists was held during the year
and as a resuft, Ausirafia now has six National Classifiers with one
New Zealand physiotherapist afso accrediled at the course, At the

_, same time, an Internaiional Paralympic Equesirian Commitiee
judges course, Ausiralia now has fwo more international
Jjudges and four mare iniernational candidate judges on
the IPEC fist,



During the past financial year, Disabled WinterSport Australia
has continued to expand through parficipation programs focusing
initially on identifying athletes who can be trained fo elife fevel. It is
envisaged thaf building depih within the iraining squads will
ufiimately fead to a larger contingent of winter aihlefes and beifer
representation for Australia at internafional events.

Major highlighis included cooperation agreements with the NSW Sporis Councif for the Disabled to identify
potential athletes. To this end, three ski camps were held during the season with skiers, who exhibited falent
and skifl, attending an advanced development wesk fater in the season.

in June 1998, it was announced that Ausiralia’s winter sport
for the disabled would have an alpine head coach.
Disabled WinterSport Australia in negofiations with the
Australian Sports Commission was able fo secure
funding for this position through to the Year
2000,

Australian Winter Paralympic Team
Head Coach, Canadian, Steve Bova, was
appointed to the position and is now
based in Jindabyne conducting
programs at ski resoris in NSW and
Victoria.

This year, a strategic parinership
was formed between Disabled
WinterSport Australia and the NSW
Depariment of Sport and Recreation
to establish the Australian
WinterSport Institute for the Disabled -
a “Centre of Excelfence”. An immediate
objective s to build extensions fo the
existing Finsko’s Lodge to double the
number of beds available for winter disabled
athletes and support staff,

For this project, financial support has come from
several sources inciuding the NSW Depariment of Sport
and Recreation and the NSW Depariment of Gaming and Racing.

in March, the Australlan Winter Paralympic tearn frained in Kimberlay, Canada then travelled onfo Nagano,
Japan, fo compete at the Winter Paralympic Games. Largely through the efforts of star skier James Paterson,
the team maintained Australia’s high world ranking in disabled alpine sporis.




s P ST S8 95T
FRI 75 § 7 &
IR/ i IR

o ¥

ADEGGO
The Employnent People
AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE AUSTRALIAN OLYMPIC COMMITTEE
COLLIERS
GOLLIERS JARDINE

%) SPORT &
¥ Tourisat
Youtat
157/ FOUNDATION

MOTOR ACCIDENTS AUTHORITY @

MOTOR ACCIDENTS
AUTHORITY

SPORT & TOURISM YOUTH FOUNDATION

L EREEW
H

FREEHILL HOLLINGDALE & PAGE

TELSTRA

CLUB MANAGERS ASSOGIATION AUSTRALIA

ANSETT AUSTRALIA

LIONS CLUB AUSTRALIA

AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION — s Sion m—
REGISTERED CLUBS ASSOCIATION OF NSW

THE REGISTERED CLUfBS ASSOCIATION
OF NEW SOUTH WALES
Evublicied 1920

Thanks to Sport. The Library and Chris Hamilton for their photographic support.
Thanks to Serena Ovens for the Louise Sauvage photograph on page 14.




AUSTRALEAN
PARALYMPIC
COMMITTEE

Level 18, Maritime Trade Towers, 287 Kenf 8iresl,

Sydnoy HSW 2000, PO Box N578, Grosvenor Place, HSW, 1228




