
 

 

 

 

 

Classification Information Sheet -Wheelchair Basketball 

 

 

This information is intended to be a generic guide to classification for Wheelchair  

Basketball. The classification of athletes in this sport is performed by authorised 

classifiers according to the International Wheelchair Basketball Federation (IWBF) 

classification rules.  

 

What is the classification process? 

 

Trained classifiers assess an athlete using the IWBF classification rules to determine the following: 

 

1. Does the athlete have an eligible impairment type?  

An athlete must have a permanent eligible impairment type and provide medical 

documentation detailing their diagnosis and health condition.   

 

2. Does the athlete meet the minimum impairment criteria for the sport?  

Specific criteria applied to each sport to determine if a person’s impairment results in 

sufficient limitation in their sport. This is called the minimum impairment criteria.  

 

3. What is the appropriate class to allocate the athlete for competition?  

Classes are detailed in the classification rules for the sport and a classifier determines the 

class an athlete will compete in.   

 

Which Paralympic impairment groups compete in Wheelchair Basketball? 

 

Athletes are required to have a permanent, eligible impairment and will be required to provide 

medical diagnostic information about their diagnosis and impairment.  

 

Eligible Impairment Type Examples of health conditions (Guide Only) 

Physical 

Impairment 

Limb 

deficiency  

Amputation from trauma, illness; or 

Limb deficiency from birth 

Impaired 

Muscle Power 

Spinal cord injury, Spina Bifida, Transverse 

Myelitis, Sacral Agenesis, Spinal Tumours, Erbs 

Palsy, Muscular dystrophy 

Hypertonia 

Ataxia 

Athetosis 

Cerebral palsy, acquired brain injury, stroke, 

brain tumor, Multiple sclerosis, cerebellar ataxia, 

Hereditary Spastic Paraparesis or other conditions 

where hypertonia (spasticity, rigidity or dystonia), 

ataxia or athetosis are present. 

Impaired 

passive range 

of movement 

Arthrogryposis, Talipes Equinovarus, joint fusions 

or contractures from chronic immobilisation or 

trauma. 

Leg length 

difference 
Significant difference in leg length 

 

 

 

https://iwbf.org/
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What is the Minimum Impairment Criteria? 

 

Specific criteria are applied to each sport to determine if a person’s impairment results in sufficient 

limitation in their sport. This is called the minimum impairment criteria.  

 

Impairment Minimum Impairment Criteria (Guide Only) 

Physical 

Impairment 

Limb 

deficiency  
Leg: At least total removal of the first ray of one foot. 

Impaired 

Muscle Power  
Loss of muscle power in at least one hip, knee or ankle.  

Hypertonia 

Ataxia 

Athetosis 

Hypertonia, ataxia or athetosis in at least one leg.  

Impaired 

passive range 

of movement 

Movement restriction or replacement in at least one ankle, 

knee or hip joint. 

Leg length 

difference 
Leg length difference of at least 6cm. 

 

Minimum impairment criteria is further detailed in the IWBF Classification rules. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.wheelchairbasketball.ca/uploadedFiles/Members/Classifiers/Policies_and_Procedures/CLASSIFICATION%20MANUAL%202014-2018%20ENGLISH%20FINAL.pdf
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What are the Paralympic classes for this sport? 

The list below is intended as a guide only.  Only authorised classifiers are able to provide a formal 

classification in a particular sport. 
 

Class Examples (Guide Only) 

1.0 

− Passive mobility of the trunk in all activities, requiring frequent use of the upper 

extremities to maintain and adjust trunk position. 

− Has no volume of action in either the vertical, forward or sideways planes. 

− Cannot hold the ball with both hands outstretched in front of the face without inclining 

the head and/or trunk backwards as a counterbalance. 

− Relies on their wheelchair and/or their arms for support in all planes of movement. 

 

2.0 

− Has partial volume of action in the vertical and forward planes but no volume of action 

in the sideways plane. 

− Can rotate their upper trunk in both directions when the lower trunk is supported by 

the backrest.  

− Able to hold the ball with both hands outstretched in front of the face without using 

the head and/or trunk as counterbalance. 

− Able to lean the trunk forward through approximately 45 degrees and return to the 

upright position without upper extremity assistance. 

− Cannot raise the trunk from resting fully forward on the thighs without using at least 

one arm, unless sitting with the knees significantly higher than the hips.  

− Needs to use their arms to return to the upright position when off balance to the side.  

 

3.0 

− Has full volume of action in the vertical and forward planes, but no volume of action in 

the sideways plane. 

− Has complete volume of action in the vertical plane with active rotation of the trunk as 

a unit. 

− Able to hold the ball with both hands overhead without loss of trunk stability. 

− Able to actively move their trunk through the complete forward plane (90 degrees) 

and return to an upright position without using their arms to assist the movement. 

− Requires at least one arm to return to an upright position after leaning to either side. 

 

4.0 

− Has complete volume of action in the vertical and forward planes. Has full volume of 

action in the sideways plane on one side and may have partial volume to the other 

side, but not complete. 

− Able to hold the ball overhead with both hands without loss of stability with contact in 

the front and one side. May have loss of stability with contact on the weak side. 

− Able to fully move their trunk actively to one side and return to upright position 

without the use of their arms. May lean partially to their weak side but will require 

their arms to return to an upright position. 

 

4.5 

− Has complete volume of action in all planes, with no weakness in any direction. 

− Has all the attributes of a 4.0 player but is able to control movement to both sides of 

the body.  

− Has no obvious weak or strong side.  
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How do I get classified? 

 

Classification in Australia is organised through Basketball Australia 

 

 

Where do I find out further Information? 

 

 

National 

 

Basketball Australia  

E: info@basketball.net.au  

P: +61 2 9469 7200 

 

 

Paralympics Australia  

E: classification@paralympic.org.au 

P: +61 2 9704 0500                               

 

International 

 

 

International Wheelchair Basketball Federation 

 

 

 

 

http://wheelchair.basketball.net.au/about-us/classification/
mailto:info@basketball.net.au
mailto:classification@paralympic.org.au

